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What is I’m a Scientist ?





I’m a Scientist  in numbers

8 years
7 countries
53 events



Seven Countries, Five continents

USA SPAIN

IRELAND

UK

KENYA

AUSTRALIA

MALAYSIA

VIETNAM



Zones

281



Teachers

~ 1500



Schools

~ 800



Students

~ 89,000



Scientists and engineers

~ 1,400



Questions answered

~ 83,000



Live Chats

~ 5,000



Outreach prize money

~$200,000



How would you describe your work to a 13-year-old 
in one sentence?



Profile 
Explaining you and your work



This is not a seminar for the super-smart scientists of the future.

The point of I’m a Scientist is to try to engage all students, not just the 
ones who might go on to study science at university.

– so just be yourself!

Don’t be afraid to say ‘I don’t know’. 

Tips for engaging students



Tips for chatting on line with students

• Embrace the chaos

• Be patient

• Be tolerant

• Don’t take offence



Scientists’ activity

33%

34%

8%

25%

Answers

26%

32%
8%

34%

Lines of live chat

Scientist
Profile 

views
Position

Jeff Shi 470 Winner

K. Lindsay 

Hunter
482 2nd

Kenzi Clark 404 3rd

Zoe 

Getman-

Pickering

423 4th

Avani

Wildani
341 5th

What does the data say?





Most common question topics by keyword since 2010



“I appreciated that you answered all my 
questions with details. I also appreciated 
that you were being realistic. Lastly, I 
appreciated that you were telling the 
truth. I voted for you because you 
inspired me to observe bats.”

Cheyenne 



“I also learned that me and you aren’t 
so different. I learned really cool 
things about you. Thank you so 
much!! I hope you win!!”

River



“I voted for you because you stood out to me. 
We are also very much alike. We both travel 
and I like seeing fossils and learning about 
them. You also give very truthful responses 
even if they don't make you look perfect. This 
is why I voted for you.”

Student, Kindezi School 



“I really enjoyed the chat! I really liked 
that you answered all my questions with 
the best answer. You were also respectful 
to me. You were very nice. This made me 
feel like you deserved to win.”

Ava 



“I enjoyed chatting with you because 
you responded quickly. I also enjoyed 
chatting with you because you inspired 
me to work with bats. I enjoyed 
chatting with you because you made 
your job sound interesting. Even 
though your job is a lot of work, I still 
like it.”

Camille



students are interested in careers

…and life as a scientist



“I am always looking for ways to 
engage those kids who don’t see 
science as “fun” and I am glad that 
your lighthearted and enthralling
answers inspired them!”

Stephanie DeBiasio, 
Hamilton Middle School, Montana 



“The kids were actually talking science 
today as they thought about things they 
are curious about.”

Alan Siegel, 
High School of the Future, Philadelphia



“Being able to interact with students 
gives you a greater perspective on 
what you are trying to achieve.” 

Lindsay Hunter



“It’s a more personal level of 
communication. It’s nice to feel 
directed towards a person rather 
than a vague audience. That 
you’re interacting with someone.” 

Lindsay Hunter





What are you waiting for?


